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Inside

IN 2003, American troops entered a 
hospital in Nasiriyah, Iraq, and rescued 
Army Pfc. Jessica Lynch, who had 
been held prisoner since her unit was 
ambushed on March 23.

POLL: If you will or 
have received a 
stimulus check in the 
latest round of pan-
demic relief, how will 
you use it? Weigh in 
on the Globe’s online 
poll at joplinglobe.
com.

Online  
now

Today in history

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
kbarker@joplinglobe.com

Around this time last 
year, the Economic Security 
Corporation of  Southwest 
Area was preparing to close 
office doors throughout its 
four-county service area 
due to the statewide shut-

down brought on by the 
pandemic.

Like many other agen-
cies, the ESC has learned to 
adapt to the changing times 
and has offered some ser-
vices virtually. Client meet-
ings were held by phone, 
text messaging and online.

But officials are now 

comfortable enough to 
reopen ESC offices in Jas-
per, Barton, Newton and 
McDonald counties to the 
public on Thursday because 
COVID-19 cases in the re-
gion are decreasing and 
more people are becoming 
vaccinated, according to 
Debbie Markman, resource 
development director.

The reopening plan in-
cludes ESC’s Joplin central 

office, weatherization and 
home repair offices, as 
well as outreach offices 
in Lamar, Anderson, Neo-
sho, Carthage and Joplin. 
Locked drop boxes will 
continue to be used for doc-
umentation and/or applica-
tion drop-offs.

This is the organization’s 
first step in the gradual re-
opening process and could 
help clients who don’t have 

technology or internet ac-
cess from falling through 
the cracks.

“We found that a lot of  
customers may have a 
smartphone, but they may 
not have a data plan,” Mark-
man said. “Typically, the 
customer would come in 
and visit with whoever they 
needed. We haven’t been 
able to do that. It’s been 
very challenging.”

The ESC provides a va-
riety of  services meeting 
basic human needs for food 
and shelter while also of-
fering access to increased 
education and skills. The 
private nonprofit organiza-
tion receives federal, state 
and local funding as well 
as foundation grants and 
donations.

ESC offices in Southwest Missouri reopening to public

BY EMILY YOUNKER
eyounker@joplinglobe.com

The three candidates 
seeking election to the Jop-
lin Board of  Education have 
differing opinions on how 
well the school district has 
handled the COVID-19 pan-
demic over the past year.

The candidates — John 
Hird, Joshua Bard and 
Rylee Hartwell — are vying 
for two open seats on the 
board.

The pandemic has been 
a significant source of  con-
versation and debate over 
the past year for school 
officials, school board mem-
bers and parents.

The district, like sur-
rounding school districts, 

Candidates split 
on district’s  

virus response
Election details

JOPLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT VOTERS on 
Tuesday will select two candidates 
for seats on the Board of Education. 
They will succeed Lori Musser and 
Debbie Fort, both of whom are re-
tired Joplin School District principals 
who declined to seek reelection this 
spring.

BY JEFF LEHR
jlehr@joplinglobe.com

PINEVILLE, Mo. — A 
couple happened upon her 
decomposed remains 30 
years ago in the carport of  
a vacant farmhouse along 
Oscar Talley Road in Mc-
Donald County.

Hog-tied, with mysterious 
bindings about her legs, 
she appeared to have been 

in her 20s or early 30s. The 
pathologist believed she 
may have died as much as 
a month or two before her 
remains were found on Dec. 
2, 1990.

Investigators turned up 
a witness who recalled 
hearing a woman scream in 
that vicinity on Halloween 
night.

An autopsy determined 
she had been raped and 
strangled.

Her dental work was 
charted, but all efforts to 
identify her and find out 
how she was killed came to 

Remains found in 
1990 in McDonald 
County identified

DNA testing led  
to half sister  

of Shawna Garber

3 people vying for  
2 open seats on  

Joplin School Board

Masks, social distancing still required

SEE BOARD, 2A

SEE ESC, 6A

SEE REMAINS, 6A

BY KIMBERLY BARKER
kbarker@joplinglobe.com

G IRARD, Kan. — Nearly 
12,000 COVID-19 vaccines 
have been administered in 
Crawford County, Kansas, 

and local health officials don’t 
plan on slowing down anytime 
soon with vaccination clinics.

Kansas moved into its final 
phase of  the vaccination rollout 
plan on Friday, making it the 

eighth state for the vaccine to 
be available to all people 16 and 
older.

COVID-19 cases and hospi-
talization rates in Crawford 
County have been declining for 
weeks, and there are currently 29 

active cases as of  Wednesday, 
according to the local health 
department. Pittsburg State Uni-
versity only reported one new 
positive COVID-19 case in the 

Third of Crawford County 
population has received 

dose; more clinics to come

Crawford County EMS Director Randy Sandberg gets a dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine from 
Crawford County Health Department’s Shelly Hipfl, a registered nurse, during a mass vaccination 
event Wednesday at the Crawford County Fairgrounds.      GLOBE | LAURIE SISK

Volunteer Vicki 
Dennett checks in 
Ron Jameson and 
his wife, Christina, 
for their first dose 
of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine 
Wednesday at the 
Crawford County 
Fairgrounds. 
GLOBE | LAURIE SISK

VACCINATED

SEE SHOTS, 6A
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nine symptomatic students 
tested at Bryant Student 
Health Center in the week 
leading up to Wednesday.

“Right now, we have about 
one-third of  our county 
population vaccinated,” said 
Teddi Van Kam, Crawford 
County Health Department 
director and deputy health 
officer. “A lot of  them are 
the 65-and-up age group, but 
they came in throngs. The 65-
plus did really well. Almost 
all of  our clinics, up until 
today, were appointment 
only because we didn’t want 
people to come at once and be 
frustrated. We want people 
to have the best experience 
possible.”

The Crawford County 
department hosted several 
vaccine clinics this week, 
including a drive-thru style 
clinic Wednesday at the fair-
grounds. At least 500 doses 
of  the Moderna vaccine 
were prepared for the clinic, 
which was held from noon to 
6 p.m., with no appointment 
necessary.

Van Kam said the county 
has now hosted more than 20 
vaccination clinics where a 
single dose hasn’t been wast-
ed. It doesn’t take long to set 
up the clinics, maybe 20 to 30 
minutes, she said.

“We’ve really hit the 
ground running, and that’s 
because we’ve had such an 
amazing, committed staff,” 
she said. “When we get that 
vaccine in, we plan a clinic. 
We’ve done a lot of  impromp-
tu clinics, so we haven’t wast-
ed any vaccine. It’s all gone 
in arms. It’s definitely been 
our goal, so we can get that 
herd immunity going.”

Dr. Rob McNab, director 
of  Freeman Health System’s 

COVID-19 unit in Joplin, 
said in a previous interview 
with the Globe that in order 
to reach herd immunity, 
anywhere from 50% to 70% 
of  the population needs to be 
vaccinated.

The county health depart-
ment also hosted a clinic ear-
lier in the day, from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., at the Lincoln Cen-
ter in Pittsburg. Wednesday’s 
clinic at the fairgrounds was 
off  to a slow start with a few 
cars trickling in during the 
first two hours, but Van Kam 
said they hoped to see a large 
crowd once people got off  
work.

The health department 
coordinated the clinics 
with a team of  community 
volunteers, retired health 
and emergency officials, as 
well as nursing students and 
staff  from Pittsburg State 
University. Van Kam said 
they were able to vaccinate 
roughly 700 people last week 
during another clinic at the 
fairgrounds.

“We have a wonderful 
staff, and they’ve worked 
some very long hours in 
some tough conditions,” Van 
Kam said. “The last time we 
were at the fairgrounds, it 
was pouring rain. Cars were 
bumper to bumper.”

Bethany Walter, 21, of  Kan-
sas City, is a senior nursing 
student at PSU who helped 
assist with her first vacci-
nation clinic on Wednesday. 
Once she graduates in May, 
she’ll be working in the 
Intensive Care Unit at St. 
Luke’s South Hospital in 
Overland Park, Kansas.

“I received my first dose 
of  Pfizer a couple weeks 
ago, and I’ll get my second 
on April 6,” she said. “I feel 
like I’m at least halfway 
there. I’ll be excited to get the 
second one. We’ve even seen 
lower cases of  the flu with 
people wearing masks and 
hand-washing.”

Linda Timme, a former 
dietitian with the county 
health department, may 
have retired last year, but 
she continues to be an active 
volunteer at the vaccination 
clinics.

“I think people are really 
excited to get it, and I’m glad 
the phases have opened up,” 
Timme said. “I do think 
Crawford County is doing a 
good job at keeping people in-
formed. I think this is an idea 
of  what community health is 
all about too.”

Blake and Lindsey Van-
Leeuwen, of  Arma, only had 
to stick their arms out the 
car window to receive their 
first dose of  the Moderna 
vaccine. The husband and 
wife said they’re both at low 
risk and wanted to wait until 
all of  the phases opened up 
before getting a shot.

“The drive-thru was really 
awesome,” Lindsey VanLeeu-
wen said.

Several members of  Blake 
Van Leeuwen’s family, in-
cluding his grandparents 
and brother, had contracted 
the illness but have since 
recovered.

“This does kind of  give me 
some peace of  mind,” he said 
about the vaccine. “There’s a 
little worry about long-term 
effects, but it’s a nice feeling 
to know I got it taken care 
of.”

The single-dose Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine will be 
given at a clinic from 10 a.m. 
to noon Thursday at the 
Crawford County Health 
Department, 410 E. Atkin-
son Ave., in Pittsburg, and 
another will be offered from 
4 to 7 p.m. Thursday via the 
Community Health Center 
of  Southeast Kansas in the 
parking lot across from the 
Lord’s Diner, 406 N. Locust 
St., in Pittsburg. No appoint-
ment is needed; vaccines will 
be given on a first-come, first-
served basis.

SHOTS
FROM 1A

“You want to be in-person 
to have those conversations 
because it is private, and 
sometimes having them 
over the phone is more diffi-
cult,” Markman said. “And 
you can’t see each other. For 
me, it’s about comforting 
someone at times, and it’s 
hard to do over the phone or 
on Zoom. It’s just different. 
We’re in the community and 
people business, so we did 
have to figure out different 
ways to continue providing 
those services to customers 
— rental assistance, energy 
assistance, weatherization, 
home repairs, housing — ev-
erything has continued.”

With many children 
learning from home, the 
ESC continued operating its 
Head Start and Early Head 
Start centers with safety 
precautions recommended 
by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 
However, volunteers haven’t 
been able to receive training 
or interact with the children 
for a year.

“People come in and read 
books to the kids, and that’s 
really been impacted a lot 
because we haven’t been 
able to have anyone come 
into a classroom again be-
cause of  the CDC child care 
regulations,” Markman 
said. “But we also recognize 
we’re in a global pandemic, 
and we have to do what’s 
safe for the children, our 
families and staff.”

Several employees have 
been working remotely from 
the office, but many feel saf-
er to return because they’ve 
received their COVID-19 
vaccines.

“We learned that some of  
our positions we can utilize 
remote work, and it went 
well,” Markman said. “We 
will have all of  our staff  
back. We’re looking forward 
to those services we couldn’t 
provide, like employment 
training for the homeless, 

which was put on hold.”
Markman said the ESC 

will continue to reopen grad-
ually, but it could change 
depending on the cases in 
the region. Masks, social dis-
tancing and hand-washing 
or hand sanitizer are still 
required.

President Joe Biden and 
a top health official warned 
Monday that too many 
Americans are declaring 
virus victory too quickly, 
appealing for mask require-
ments and other restrictions 
to be maintained or restored 
to stave off  a “fourth surge” 
of  COVID-19. The head of  
the CDC said she had a feel-
ing of  “impending doom” 
if  people keep easing off, 
according to The Associated 
Press.

“Many states have taken 
away the face mandates, and 
I saw last night that 11 states 
had increases in cases,” 
Markman said. “I know the 
CDC director is concerned, 
and I think we want to 
take things in incremental 
steps.”

ESC
FROM 1A

naught, and the case went 
cold.

She gained the nickname 
“Grace Doe” when a cold 
case detective recruited 
a facial reconstruction 
expert in 2009 to develop 
a photographic likeness 
of  her through magnetic 
resonance imaging of  her 
skull, and the detective 
was told when she went 
public with the pictures 
that it would be “only by 
the grace of  God” that the 
victim would ever be iden-
tified.

The pictures and public-
ity generated a number of  
leads over the years since 
then, none of  which led 
to any matches of  dental 
records or DNA, until the 
McDonald County Sheriff’s 
Department announced 
Wednesday that Grace Doe 
at last has been identified 
through advanced DNA 
testing conducted by Oth-

ram Inc., a state-of-the-art 
DNA laboratory in Hous-
ton.

The remains turned 
out to be those of  Shaw-
na Garber, a 22-year-old 
woman who had been in 
foster care in Garnett, 
Kansas, as a child and was 
last believed to have been 
returned to the custody of  
the state.

Othram, which contact-
ed the sheriff’s office in 
September of  last year 
about helping in the case, 
employs the trademark 
Forensic-Grade Genome 
Sequencing process to 
build DNA profiles capable 
of  tracking down relatives 
of  unidentified donors of  
remains.

The company contacted 
the sheriff’s office in Jan-
uary of  this year to report 
that it had identified some 
candidate relatives of  the 
woman through its genealo-
gy research.

Lt. (and former Sheriff) 

Michael Hall contacted 
Danielle Pixler, of  Topeka, 
Kansas, one of  the candi-
date relatives, and learned 
that she had a half  sister, 
Shawna Garber, whom she 
had not seen since they 
were separated as chil-
dren.

DNA testing recently 
matched Pixler and Garber.

Hall said Pixler was still 
feeling “shocked, relieved 
and more than a little over-
whelmed” when he spoke to 
her by phone Tuesday night.

“She had been searching 
for her sister for 28 years,” 
Hall said.

The sheriff  said he shares 
in Pixler’s amazement but 
also realizes that the identi-
fication of  the remains does 
not close the case. It instead 
provides direction for a 
good deal more investigative 
work for the sheriff’s office.

“Now it’s: ‘Let’s figure 
out her life and figure out 
where she came from and 
where she was going,’” Hall 
said.

Ultimately, investigators 
need to figure out who 
killed her, Hall said.

REMAINS
FROM 1A

Volunteers from 
the Pittsburg State 
University nursing de-
partment stand by to 
assist Crawford Coun-
ty Health Department 
personnel during a 
mass COVID-19 vacci-
nation event Wednes-
day at the Crawford 
County Fairgrounds. 
The health depart-
ment was expecting 
to vaccinate as many 
as 500 people at the 
clinic. 
GLOBE | LAURIE SISK


